
ICAN-CANT Launch

I am more than happy to be here today announcing the start of what I hope will be a powerful, global coalition.  I want to thank Felicity Hill, Ron McCoy, Gunnar Westburg, and all the IPPNW members for working on this idea and including Mayors for Peace in their planning from the beginning.

Mayors for Peace and IPPNW have been working together for many years, but what I am hoping for is a much closer and more coordinated partnership.

As I said when I attended the IPPNW World Congress in Helsinki last September, I firmly believe that doctors and mayors working together can help each other enormously.  As we saw in the 1980s, when doctors say, “We can’t cure nuclear war,” people tend to listen.  As a mayor, I know that in Hiroshima when a group of doctors comes to me with a problem, I need to listen.  Therefore, I have no doubt that doctors can be quite effective in mobilizing and activating their mayors.  At the same time, mayors can be helpful in creating opportunities for doctors to present their message to the public and to government officials. 

Dr. Westburg has made a number of concrete and useful suggestions as to how we might cooperate, and in the coming weeks, our staff will be working out the specifics.  However, his first suggestion was “Mayors can play an active role in ICAN launches around the world.”  I am delighted to be here fulfilling that first suggestion on this important occasion.  I am confident that with sufficient coordination, we will find plenty of other mayors in other countries willing to stand with the doctors as they hold their launch events. 

Mayors for Peace has already benefited enormously from IPPNW cooperation, but we do need to take this cooperation to a higher level.  We need to be able to work from the same database making sure that our members and allies are aware of each other and feel encouraged to work together.  Every IPPNW chapter should know, for example, if their mayor is a member of Mayors for Peace, and they should have the publicity tools required to recruit them.  And, we have a task right now with which we need the doctors’ help.  This task has to do with our CANT project. 

CANT stands for Cities Are Not Targets.  We are encouraging our members to write directly to the heads of government of nuclear-armed states and ask for assurances that their city is not and will not be targeted for nuclear attack.  Let me say immediately that inquiring about a nuclear attack is not meant to imply that we condone an attack with conventional weapons.  We are unalterably opposed to the bombardment and destruction of any city with any weapon.  Nor are we implying that the use of a nuclear weapon on some non-urban target is acceptable.  We are equally unalterably opposed to any use of any nuclear weapon for any purpose whatsoever. 

By demanding these assurances we intend to accomplish the following.
First, we are letting the nuclear-weapon states know that cities will no longer meekly accept our role as hostage to the threats implied by nuclear deterrence.
Second, we are letting our citizens know that, despite the end of the Cold War, they are still in danger from nuclear weapons, and we, mayors are trying to protect them from that danger.
Third, we are letting the governments and our citizens know that the obliteration of a city, even the threat to obliterate a city, is a war crime, a crime against humanity.  The International Court of Justice has declared such behavior illegal, and we do not intend to take even the threat lightly. 

It often strikes people as unnatural, even ridiculous, for cities to stand up to countries in this way, but cities, especially large groups of cities, represent considerable economic, political and social power.  If mayors were truly determined to protect their citizens from nuclear attack in this way, they could, as an extreme example, threaten to arrest the head of any government that refuses to give them convincing assurance that they are not being threatened.  Just a few threats like this would  generate considerable excitement and, probably, an enormous grassroots movement.  Such a movement would then generate effective bottom-up political pressure on their own heads of state to engage more aggressively in, for example, an NPT Review Conference.

This is where we need the doctors.  If IPPNW doctors around the world became determined to mobilize and inspire their mayors to take this campaign seriously, and if the mayors were inspired to communicate the campaign to their people, this would be one of the most rapid and effective ways to generate a groundswell of grassroots support for the elimination of the obscene and obsolete nuclear threat. 

Therefore, in Hiroshima we are adding a new declension to our English language study textbooks.  It goes like this:
You CAN’T commit civicide.

I-CAN imagine a nuclear-weapon-free world.

We can, together, prevent the use of and eliminate nuclear weapons.

Everyone in this room knows that the vast majority of people and nations want to be rid of nuclear weapons.  Even in the US, poll after poll reveals that the majority would prefer a nuclear-weapon-free world.  All we need to do is get the people who are already on our side to start making some serious anti-nuclear noise.  We, mayors and doctors, are in positions of leadership and authority that make it easier for us than for most people to generate this noise.  But all of us, whatever our positions, can contribute to this.  Let’s all work together and do whatever it takes.  We cannot afford to fail. 
Thank you.
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