PALM SUNDAY 2008 — NATIONAL ROUND UP

Melbourne

Despite a forecast of 39 degrees, and the late
notice withdrawal of headline act Martin Martini, the
Palm Sunday march in Melbourne was full of life
and fun. About 800 people from a vast range of
backgrounds came with color and gusto and
participated. Speeches were wonderful, the huge
rainbow banner a star, and the water sprayed over
the crowd a life saver in the heat. An ecumenical
service held before the rally also drew up to 80
people.

Speakers included: Dr Kamran Mofid from
Globalisation for the Common Good and interfaith
perspective, Tim Wright from the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Katie
Cherrington from Stop the War, Rob Starry civil
rights lawyer; Chip, from a veterans anti Iraq war
group stand Up; Joan Doyle from the Posties
Union and Michael Sheik from the Palestinian
solidarity group.

Thanks to The Nervous Pilots and Russell Smith
who both played great music and very short notice!

Parramatta

One hundred people took part in the Palm Sunday March & Rally for Peace in Parramatta,
western Sydney. The Palm Sunday Service and Inter-Faith Prayers for Peace were
sponsored by the Ecumenical Council of NSW, and featured a speech by Rev Dr Niall Reid,
Moderator of the Uniting Church. Catholic Bishop of Parramatta, Kevin Manning, also
participated. Speeches were also made by:

Ms Mona Ashgari, of the Iranian community. She warning of the danger of war in Iran, and
strongly opposing the oppressive government
there;

Mr Onofre Andres Jr, of the Filipino Migrante
organisation in Western Sydney, alerting the
anti-war movement to the presence of US
combat troops in the Philippines, where they
have been engaged in the ‘war on terror’, but
wounding civilians.

NSW, who connected the recent victory of the '
Your Rights At Work campaign to the rights of workers everywhere especially in war zones,
as in Iran, Gaza, Iraq and Afghanistan.



Woolongong

Nearly 200 rallied in Wollongong for the Palm
Sunday weekend action to commemorate the
5th anniversary of the invasion of Irag. The
demands included: all troops out of Iraq &
Afghanistan; repeal the 'anti-terror' laws, defend
civil liberties. speakers included Gordon
Bradbury (Wesley uniting church), Saeb Ali
(peace for Lebanon), Desiree Tahiri (student
strike against bush organiser), Gary Keane
(Maritime Union of Australia), Arthur Rorris
(South Coast Labour Council).

Kempsey

A petition, asking the federal government to stop
the expansion of uranium mining in Australia, was
launched by 11 year old Jacinta (pictured ‘walking
on water’ at the Kempsey Palm Sunday event.

Kempsey held a

'Paddle for Peace — Picnic for Peace' at Riverside Park.

The gathering was part a long tradition of Palm Sunday
peace activities around the world. This year was a reminder
of the 5™ anniversary of the invasion of Iraq and the 50™
anniversary of the first peace march in the UK protesting
against the production of nuclear weapons at Aldermaston.
15 people came to join in events, with a story about Jacinta
submitted to their local paper.

Adelaide

Palm Sunday 2008 fell on 16 March this year, only 4 days before the 5" anniversary of the
illegal invasion of Irag. So, not wanting to leave the actual anniversary unobserved, NoWar
(SA) held events on both days. Palm Sunday in Adelaide was day 12 of the longest heat
wave experienced by an Australian city and the temperature was again 40 degrees. Even
so, brave souls emerged to attend a public meeting held at the Friends’ Meeting House in
North Adelaide to mark this traditional day for the celebration of peace and to join
thousands of other people around the world who were also gathering at rallies and meetings
on that day.

The meeting commenced with songs and music by Jane Bower and her recorder virtuoso
friend, Mike. David Palmer, Senior Lecturer in American Studies at Flinders University then
addressed the meeting with a critique of the Adelaide anti-war movement. His message
was clear: the movement needs to have a better long-term goal and a clear, winnable short-



term goal. To achieve this we need to think differently about the types of organizing we
use, taking into account the new technologies. David suggests that our long term goal
should be an Australia that is independent from US international military policy and that our
short term goal should be Australian troop withdrawal from Afghanistan with an end of
support for US involvement in Iraq, including Australian logistical support for the US military
role there. David’s critigue can be found on the NoWar (SA) website at:

http://www.nowar-

sa.net/David_Palmer_The Australian_antiwar_movement March 2008.pdf.

The second speaker was Renfrey Clarke, NoWar Committee Member who gave an
excellent analysis of the situation in Afghanistan, which included a quick history of the
region and an examination of the political backdrop to the escalating war. Like David, he
advocates that we should withdraw our troops and uncouple ourselves from US interests
that keep us there.

NoWar’s 3" annual Moving Protest was held on 20 March in three “shifts” — 7:30-8:30am,
12midday-1pm, 5-6pm — at Adelaide’s prominent central intersection of King William Street
and North Terrace. This protest is a clever one because it uses the ordinariness of
pedestrians crossing an intersection who are also making a statement at the same time. It
creates a continual display of our concerns, using a minimum number of

people (as opposed to a maximum desired for a rally). It also provides

more of a display to continuously moving traffic than a rally would, due to

the three shifts over the course of the day and the exposure to the four

directions of traffic, both vehicles and pedestrians. Protesters carried

placards and flags and created a colourful and imposing presence that

attracted other people’s attention. Many people read the anti-war

messages on the placards and tooted car horns, waved, nodded their

heads or came up to discuss things with the protesters. This is a popular

anti-war event in Adelaide which always attracts a good number of

protesters who find it a positive action to take.

Moving Protest, Adelaide
20 March 2008, Photo by Fernando Gonclaves

Burleigh Heads, Gold Coast.

The gathering for the Palm Sunday vigil attracted about 35 people to hear the speakers
from Gecko (Gold Coast & Hinterland Environment Council), Gecko Nuclear Free Group
and GC Amnesty International group with entertainment provided by Debbie Norris and her
guitarist son David.

The key messages at the first GC Palm Sunday Vigil were peace, human rights and
environmental sustainability. Our speakers called on the Federal government to take the
lead here and urged the gathering to become involved with any of the organizations who
are fighting for these outcomes.

A sudden burst of pelting rain and gale force winds interfered with the start of our event,
trying to blow our gazebo into the sea at Burleigh Heads and prevented putting up our
banners — but on the whole, we overcame the chaos.

We hope to build on our initial efforts of getting the wider community involved for the future.
Anna Bridle — Gecko Nuclear Free Group



Sydney

About 200 people attended a peace rally in central Sydney calling for the withdrawal of all
foreign troops from Irag.

Speakers at the rally in Belmore Park, just ahead of the fifth anniversary of the start of the
Irag war, said Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's pledge to withdraw 500 combat troops from Iraq
did not go far enough.

Stop the War Coalition spokesman Alex Bainbridge said one million people had been killed
since the war began, and all troops needed to be withdrawn.

"This war is a crime and we need to end it," he told the rally.
He said Mr Rudd needed to end his support for the war in Afghanistan.

"The war in Afghanistan is not a just war. It is in fact an occupation very similar to Iraqg," he
said.

"It is leading to deaths of innocent people, it is about taking political control of Afghanistan
for the benefit of oil companies, and it is against the wishes of the Afghan people.”

Peace campaigner Donna Mulhearn, who travelled to Iraq to be a human shield in the days
before the war started, said Australia needed to apologise to the Iragi people.

"Bringing the troops home is great, and we want to see them all come home," she told the
rally.

"We are sorry and we are ashamed, and we need our government and parliament to say
that and to speak the truth."

Greens MP Kerry Nettle said the Irag war had a human and financial cost estimated by one
US economist at $3 trillion.

"Other foreign occupying forces should withdraw, not just us," she said.

Ms Mulhearn also questioned whether Australian athletes should compete at the Beijing
Olympics after China's crackdown in Tibet, in which at least 10 people have been killed.

"l don't want to go and play sport with people who shoot Buddhist monks in the malls of
Lhasa," she said.

(AAP story from the SMH)



Brisbane
Our Palm Sunday Rally this year opened with several songs from the Combined Unions
Choir. Uncle Bob Anderson' Welcomed Us to Country'.

About 100/120 people gathered in Queens Park, the early birds were quick to settle into the
shade of two large market umbrellas, others found some cover under the trees lining the
path from George St.

Our first speaker, Aboriginal Elder and Activist Sam Watson, told of the mixed emotions,
joy and sadness, among those who travelled from all across the country to the Canberra
Convergence in response to the PM's Apology to the 'Stolen Generation'

Pauline Righy, "DUSK Depleted Uranium, Silent Killer " drew on her research on the public
health risks presented to the Australian population from the use of uranium weapons abroad
and at home

Hamish Chitts, Australian Military Veteran and convenor of "Stand Fast" a Veterans Group
supporting and encouraging veterans to speak out against the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

Adele Goldie, "Christians Against All Terrorism" and member of the "Pine Gap4"
who were arrested during a "Citizen's Inspection” of Pine gap. They have since been
acquitted.

All together, a warm responsive audience, closely engaged with the speakers and their
messages, marched through the city, carrying their banners and holding large paper
sunflowers back to the Park

Hobart

One hundred people gathered at Parliament House lawns for Hobart's Palm Sunday
weekend peace rally on the Saturday. Another hundred lunched in groups on the lawns or
paused as they walked past from Salamanca Market. The really informative speakers were
preceded by the inimitable Unions Choir with their rousing and pertinent songs.

Gerry McGushin (MAPW) spoke of the dire medical situation for the people of Iraq. De-arne
Hodges (SAWA) told of the problems for women in Afghanistan where little has changed in
6 years and fundamentalists remain in power. A personal account of Israel's restrictions on
the lives of Palestinians was given by Lyndsay Farrall (Quaker) who visited Palestine last
year for the Council of Churches. The erosion of civil liberties by the Federal terror
legislation, and Tasmania's need for a Charter of Rights, were the twin themes of Hobart
lawyer Alison Wiss.

Hobart's new status with a Mayor For Peace (one of about 2200 world-wide) was mentioned
to the appreciative crowd, as was a new group: Friends of El Salvador.

Thanks to MCs Helen and Duncan, to sound engineer Barry and all the people with their
banners who made the rally a success, with a lengthy report on Southern Cross TV evening
news.



