How many of you know St Columba?  He was born in Ireland, and became a priest. The story goes that his actions started a war – either by him making an unauthorised copy of the Psalms, or that he had incited his Clan to rise up against the King.  Either way, he was so horrified by the war that ensured that he left Ireland, pledging never to return.  The place were he could no longer see Ireland, was Iona.  Anyone been to Iona?   Columba set up a monastery here, and later there was also a nunnery.
(change slide)

Since the mid 6th Century, Iona has been a place or spiritual retreat, a symbol of working for God, towards a more peace and just world.  The most recent community is an ecumenical one, established by a Church of Scotland minister with unemployed labourers from Glasgow. I was a volunteer in the Ecumenical Christian Community in Iona in 2003, when, during the day the Abbey bells tolled.  We had been anticipating this unscheduled call to prayer, as we had been informed that when the first bombs fell in Iraq, we would pray.  I sobbed in that Abbey.  I was struck that here, I could not rest that I had peace, peace, while there was war in the world.  “How can the lambs play in the field” I prayed” while children are being bombed in Iraq.  That day I that day that God would keep the ‘fire burning in my belly’ – that I would do all I could to resist killing and the seeds of war.

And I have done many things in that time – including fight nuclear weapons.

I want to speak of another courageous Catholic Monk - Fr. George Zabelka 
Do people know of him? (change slide)
He was the Chaplain in the US Army, and blessed the men as they went to drop the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  As he counselled the men who returned he said “my God, what have we done”.   He later said “As a Catholic chaplain I watched as the Boxcar, piloted by a good Irish Catholic pilot, dropped the bomb on Urakami Cathedral in Nagasaki, the centre of Catholicism in Japan. I knew that St. Francis Xavier, centuries before, had brought the Catholic faith to Japan. I knew that schools, churches, and religious orders were annihilated. And yet I said nothing. “

He was shattered.  And pledged to work for peace.   He went to Japan and apologised to the survivors of the bomb – and the also apologised to him for Pearl Harbour.  This is restorative justice –a key plank of peace and non-violence.
So how have we responded to the horrors of nuclear war?

(change slide)

We have 26,000 nuclear weapons in our world, most of them held by powerful countries, most countries with Christian heritage. 

(slowly, with emphasis….let it sink in).

Many of our generation have been ignorant of the 26,000 nuclear weapons that exist in our world, enough to destroy the world entirely.   Nuclear weapons use the splitting of the atom to create a cascade of explosions that result in massive explosions with searing heat, and releasing radiation through the air – radiation which then effects cells in our bodies, causing cancer, birth defects and dna damage – effecting generations.  They are by far the worst weapon of mass destruction ever created.

Let us think about this potential for this destruction through the eyes of faith.  We have created the ability to annihilate not just one person at a time, but completely destroy the earth God has given us, as well as one another.  Surely this must be one of the greatest challenges to God.  

My country, Australia, believes it is protected by NW.  I think these weapons make us part of a most hideous threat against God and humanity.

Nuclear weapons have cost many more lives however than the hundreds of thousands in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  There have been 2,053 nuclear weapon tests – each releasing poison into the land, waters and air, and causing deaths through radiation.  Indigenous Australians were blinded by the British nuclear tests in Maralinga, before many others became sick with mysterious diseases.  Nuclear weapons also consume billions of dollars, money that could be spent dealing with poverty and disease.  If the US nuclear weapon budget alone was diverted towards the Millennium Development Goals, we could have a world free of poverty by 2030.

So.  Nuclear Weapons represent the antithesis of peace.  They threaten to destroy not only individuals with whom a conflict is with, but entire cities and nations of citizens.  It is for this reason that the US Bishops Conference in 1983 stated that a just war could not be possible in the nuclear age – as the ramifications of a nuclear war could, never, never, be just.

If pacifism is at one end of the scale, and this is what I hold to as a follower of the Prince of Peace, nuclear weapons are at the complete opposite. 

I now work for the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.  This new campaign was formed by medical practitioners around the world who want to see an end to nuclear weapons.  

(go through slides of what we do).  & personal peace work))))


I want to finish by returning to Iona Community.   One day our Community leader failed to return from her day’s leave.  I had grown fond of her so I inquired where she was.  Eventually we found out that she had been arrested at the nearby Faslane nuclear base I had no idea that the seeds of war were so close to my peaceful home.


May those of us can ignore the scourge of war – but Jesus calls us to be active peacemakers.
